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Daily Devotion
Sermon Series

Series Overview:

Scripture is the very Word of God. Through it, He equips us
with all we need to learn about Him and live a life pleasing to
Him.

A daily rhythm of reading, meditating on, and applying God’s
Word to our lives is key.

Through this sermon series and the accompanying small
group study, disciples will understand the nature and
authority of the Bible and be challenged to incorporate the
rhythm of daily devotion into their personal lives in a
systematic, prayerful, and sustainable way.
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Day 1: Why Read the Bible

Key Text: 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Main Idea: The Bible is the unique and authoritative revelation of God.

Opening lllustration

The Codex Leicester, a scientific journal by Leonardo da Vinci, is the

most expensive book ever sold, purchased by Bill Gates for $30.8
million in 1994.

The 72-page manuscript contains da Vinci's scientific observations,
theories, and drawings in which he tried to explain the properties of
water and, by extension, gain a greater understanding of the earth
and celestial bodies. It is a very unique book.

And yet when we think about the Bible, we find a different kind of
unigueness. The Bible is unlike any other book because it is the
unique and authoritative revelation of God.

e The Bible is inspired by God (v. 16).
e The Bible is effective in its instruction (v. 16).
e The Bible is complete in its revelation (v. 17).

Conclusion f

When we read the Bible, we aren't just reading for the sake of
knowledge. The Bible reveals who God is and how we should
live in light of who He is.
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Day 2: The Center of the Bible

Key Text: Luke 24:13-35
Main Idea: The main character of the Bible is Jesus.

Opening lllustration

Throughout the 1990's, Blockbuster Video dominated the video
rental industry. In the early 2000s, Blockbuster was offered the
chance to buy the fledgling online movie service Netflix, but mocked
the offer.

They passed on the buy for a number of reasons, but a significant
one was their refusal to give up the easy profits they were getting
from late fees, which occurred when customers did not return
movies on time. They were focused on smaller details, and because
they were, they missed the overall bigger picture of what was
happening in the culture.

When we read the Bible, we must be careful not to do something
similar. The Bible is full of all kinds of stories, teaching, and
instruction, but it is primarily about Jesus. As we read the Bible, we
must never lose focus of the big picture.

e Jesus is the center of history (vv. 13-24).
e Jesus is the center of the Word (vv. 25-27).
e Jesus is the center of our lives (vv. 28-35).

Conclusion

Jesus is not just a component along with the rest of the details of
our lives; He's at the very center of history. When we read the Bible,
we should read it knowing that all of Scripture points us to Jesus.
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Day 3: The Rhythm of Daily Devotion

Key Text: Psalm 1:1-3
Main Idea: Our hearts are shaped by the rhythm of time and consistency
with the Bible.

Opening lllustration

Two inventions changed the way people prepared food in the 20th
century. Percy Spencer invented the microwave in 1945 when he was
working on a radar set and found that it melted a candy bar in his
pocket. Irving Naxon developed the “Naxon Beanery All-Purpose
Cooker” which was renamed the Crock-Pot in 1970.

Both inventions prepare food, but do so differently. While the
microwave is about speed, the Crock-Pot is about simmering. In that
simmering, the composition of the food is changed.

When we approach the Bible, we should approach it like a Crock-Pot
and not a microwave. We aren’t meant to only turn to the Bible
when we need some kind of quick spiritual fix; instead, we are meant
to simmer in God’'s Word. This is how the composition of our hearts is
changed.

e The blessed person delights in God’'s Word (vv. 1-2).
¢ The blessed person is consistent in their intake of God's Word (v. 2).
¢ The blessed person is continually rooted in God's Word (v. 3).

Conclusion f

Our lives should be characterized by the rhythm of daily devotion in
which we regularly take in, meditate on, and live out the Word of
God.
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Day 4: Fight with the Bible

Key Text: Matthew 4:1-11
Main Idea: The Bible is our ultimate source of truth and our primary weapon

against the lies of the enemy.

Opening lllustration

Before D-Day, the Allies used an unexpected weapon: inflatable
tanks and planes. To mislead the Germans, they built a fake army in
southern England — complete with rubber vehicles, recorded battle
noises, and bogus radio traffic.

These weapons were a key to victory at D-Day because they
convinced German intelligence that the opposing army had
remained at Calais instead of deploying at Normandy. Inflatable
tanks and planes certainly aren’t the weapons one would expect, but
they were the ones needed for the purpose of the day.

Likewise, we might not consider the Bible to be the most logical
weapon, but in the face of enemy attack, the Bible is the primary
weapon we need. The truth of the Bible is our greatest weapon
against the lies of the enemy.

e The enemy will attack us in various ways and with various lies
(w. 3, 6,9).

e Our best defense to the lies of the enemy is the truth of God's
Word (wv. 4, 7,10).

¢ We must know God’'s Word in order to fight with God's Word
(w. 4,7,10).

Conclusion f

The Bible is our ultimate source of truth. We cannot trust our own
feelings or interpretations of reality; instead, we fight the lies of the
enemy with the truth of God’'s Word.
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Day 5: Living According to the Bible

Key Text: Hebrews 4:12-13
Main Idea: When we read the Bible, we should remember the Bible is also

reading us.

Opening lllustration

Don Quixote is considered the best-selling novel, with over 500
million copies sold. Next best-selling is A Tale of Two Cities with over
200 million copies sold. That's followed by The Little Prince by
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, with over 140 million copies sold. These
books have sold so many copies not only because they are creative
and exceptionally well-written, but also because they are enjoyed.

The Bible, of course, has sold more copies than all these, and like
them, it's good for us to enjoy reading the Bible. More important
than enjoyment, however, is recognizing the authority of the Bible.
While the other books on this list might be enjoyed, they are
certainly not worth building one’s life around. The Bible is different. It
is not only beautiful; it is authoritative. When we open the Bible, we
find that because of its inspiration and authority, it is reading us as
much as we are reading it.

e Because God is a good Father, we should pray confidently (v. 7)

¢ Because God is a good Father, we should pray persistently (v. 8)

¢ Because God is a good Father, we should pray and trust His answer (v.
9-12)

Conclusion f

The Bible is not meant to only be read; it is meant to be obeyed. We
should willingly and joyfully submit to God'’s revelation in His Word.



