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Sacrificial Generosity
Sermon Series

Series Overview:

Sacrificial generosity demonstrates our dependence on God.
We acknowledge that all we own has been given to us by
Him. In His generosity toward us, God desires that we, too, are
generous and will use our resources as a tangible way to
partner with Him in His work in the world and in the lives of
those around us.

We are blessed to be a blessing (Genesis 12:2). This sermon
series, and the accompanying small group study, will
establish the principles of generosity, helping followers of
Jesus understand not only the “why” that motivates such
giving but also practical exercises designed to build this
rhythm into their lives.
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Day 1: Why Money Matters

Key Text: Matthew 6:19-24

Main Idea: The way we manage money is a window into our hearts.

Opening lllustration

The Appalachian Trail stretches more than 2,000 miles beginning at
Springer Mountain in Georgia and ending at Mount Katahdin in Maine.
It generally takes a hiker five to seven months to hike the whole thing...

if they don't get lost. A person navigates the trail using rectangular white
blazes on trees and rocks. Double blazes indicate a change in direction.
These trail markers reveal where hikers are and whether they are on the
right path. Money also has a revelatory aspect to it.

Jesus isn't primarily concerned with our bank balances; He is concerned
with our hearts. But the way we manage our finances is a trail marker of
where our hearts actually are.

¢ Money reveals our priorities (vv. 19-21).
e Money distracts our focus (vv. 22-23).
¢ Money competes for our allegiance (v 24).

Conclusion %

Jesus taught about money not because He needs it from us but because He knows
money is the primary competitor for our hearts. We should be intentional, therefore,

how we manage money.

Use this series to kick off a “Generosity Challenge” for the congregation. This
challenge could align with a giving campaign for facilities, the support of a mission
partner, or other visionary initiative. Introduce that challenge inday 1with the plan
to call fora commitmentinday 4. For an example and tool to use to reinforce the
Generosity Challenge, consider the Rooted Generosity Experience Card.

Generosity Challenge
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https://www.experiencerooted.com/products/rooted-generosity-cards?srsltid=AfmBOoqkD2blNZxXoWOnl-txSe8MYiSHHPX0LsGYYajzfUGO6JoSwnrq
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Day 2: Embracing Stewardship

Key Text: Luke 12:16-21
Main Idea: We are stewards, not owners, of the resources God gives us.

Opening lllustration

Renting a car requires the signing of a rental agreement, and a
significant section of that agreement involves vehicle use
restrictions. Those restrictions include who is approved to be the
driver, a list of prohibited activities like participating in any race or
competition, and modifying the vehicle in any way. Those restrictions
Mmake sense because it is a rental.

The driver only has temporary use of the car and is not the owner.
One of the most important principles with regard to generosity is
that of stewardship. As long as we see ourselves as owners rather
than stewards, we will struggle with generosity.

e Owners take credit for their assets (vv. 16-17).
e Owners presume upon the future (vv. 18-19).
e Owners will be held accountable (vv. 20-21).

Conclusion f

An ownership mindset sees their resource as a product of their own
ingenuity and as a means to their own comfort. But a steward sees
their resources as the means of advancing the kingdom of God, the
True Owner.
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Day 3: Using Your Resources

Key Text: Acts17:24-29

Main Idea: Everything we have comes from God and can be used for His
purposes.

Opening lllustration

Most all of us use some kind of calendar, and we should. Our
calendars not only help us keep track of appointments; they
segment our lives into manageable periods. We devoted a specific
amount of time to this appointment or that task, and when that time
period is done, we move on to the next segment.

We must be careful, however, to not think of stewardship as a
segment of our lives. While we generally think of generosity and
stewardship in terms of money, we must broaden that mindset.
Because everything we have comes from God, we should be
generous with all things.

e Everything we have comes from God (vv. 24-25).
e God has given us specific resources of various kinds (v. 26).
e Those resources are to be used for His purposes (v. 27-29).

&

Conclusion

God has intentionally provided everything we have in our specific
circumstances. Therefore, our whole lives provide an opportunity
for stewardship.
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Day 4: The Fuel of Generosity

Key Text: Hebrews13:5-6
Main Idea: When Jesus is enough, we can be generous with our resources.

Opening lllustration

On average, people are exposed to anywhere from 4,000 to 10,000
marketing messages daily, though this number is difficult to quantify
exactly. These messages come in different forms - sure, sometimes
they come in television commercials or ads. But they also come as
billboards, popup windows, and even the rankings on Google search.
All these messages have one thing in common - they all tell you to
get something more. More money. More clothes. More food.

Being generous in a culture like that means swimming against the
current. The only way we can do that is when we realize how much
we have when we have Jesus. When Jesus is enough, we can be
generous instead of wanting more.

¢ A Christian should be characterized by contentment (v. 5).
o Contentment rises with the presence of Jesus (v. 5).
e When Jesus is enough, we don't need more (v. 6).

Conclusion f

In a culture constantly craving more, Christian generosity
stands apart. When we have Jesus, we have more than enough.
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Day 5: A Vision for Generous Living

Key Text: 2 Corinthians 8:7-10
Main Idea: The gospel fuels a lifestyle of joyful and sacrificial generosity

Opening lllustration

Studies show that it takes an average of 66 days for a particular habit
to take hold. Take exercise, for example. Chances are, at the
beginning of that 66 days, a person doesn't exercise because they
want to. But slowly, what started out as a discipline becomes a
desire. This is the goal for sacrificial generosity.

While it might seem painful at first, eventually giving becomes a
willing and joyful sacrifice. As it does, our primary reason for sacrificial
generosity is remembering how sacrificially generous Jesus has been
for us.

o Generosity should be holistic (v. 7).
e Generosity should be willing (v. 8).
e Generosity should be fueled by the gospel (v. 9-10).

Conclusion %

When we struggle to maintain a lifestyle of sacrificial generosity, the vision that will
keep us going is that of Christ who gave His all so that we might be rich in Him.

NIr/

Call for a commitment to your specific Generosity Challenge. For a tool to solidify
this commitment, consider the Rooted Generosity Experience Card.

Generosity Challenge Commitment

N/ NN NN AN TN NN


https://www.experiencerooted.com/products/rooted-generosity-cards?srsltid=AfmBOoqkD2blNZxXoWOnl-txSe8MYiSHHPX0LsGYYajzfUGO6JoSwnrq

