
Series Overview: 

We are called and equipped by the Holy Spirit to share God’s
love by participating in the ministry of Jesus. He has given us
agency with Him to fearlessly influence our society and the
world. When we serve in the world and in His Church, we
impact those around us and reveal God’s glory. 

This sermon series, and the accompanying small group study,
will help followers of Jesus understand that God has uniquely
formed and made them, providing them with natural talents,
spiritual gifts, and particular passion, in order to serve inside
and outside the church. 

It is through engaging these God-given gifts and passions
that we find our place and change the world.  

Serve the Community 
Sermon Series



Opening Illustration

Sponges and hoses both deal with water, though they have very
different purposes. A sponge is meant to soak up water, while a hose
is used to transport water from its source to another location. 

As Christians, we have been blessed in a number of ways, with all
kinds of physical and spiritual resources. But we must be careful to
remember that we have not been blessed only for our own benefit,
just to soak up those blessings. We have been blessed so that we
might in turn be a blessing to others. 

Key Text: 
Main Idea: 

God has richly blessed His people (v. 2).
God intends those blessings to be extended to
others (v. 3).
God calls us to go and join in His mission (v. 1).

Genesis 12:1-3
God has blessed each person in specific ways to play a role in His

mission.

As part of this series, consider a Serving Challenge in which the congregation is
actively engaged in the community. This might come through an avenue like a
volunteer fair or a devoted time of service at the conclusion of the service. Introduce
this challenge in the first week and ask people to begin praying and preparing for
their participation.

Serving Challenge

Don’t be a sponge, Christian. We should gratefully receive all God’s blessings, and
primarily the blessing of the gospel, and then become conduits of those blessings
to those around us.

Conclusion

Day 1: Blessed, to Be a Blessing



During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln appointed General
George B. McClellan to lead the Union Army. McClellan was brilliant
at organization and planning—his troops adored him—but when the
time came to act, he hesitated. 

Time and again, Lincoln sent McClellan on clear missions to engage
Confederate forces and advance toward Richmond. Yet McClellan
delayed, convinced he needed more men, more supplies, or better
conditions. His caution turned into paralysis. While he waited,
opportunities slipped away, and the war dragged on at great cost. 

As followers of Jesus, we have been clearly sent into the world. We
must not delay but instead embrace the mission just as Jesus did.

Opening Illustration

Key Text: 
Main Idea: 

Jesus brings peace and security (vv. 19-20).
Jesus demands mobilization (v. 21).
Jesus provides resources (vv. 22-23).

John 20:19-23
Followers of Jesus are sent into a world broken by sin as part of

God’s plan of healing and redemption.

If we want to follow Jesus, then we must follow Him on mission.
Our lifestyles should be marked by a joyful willingness to go in the
peace and power Jesus has given to us.

Conclusion

Day 2: Living Sent



In 1995, gray wolves were reintroduced to Yellowstone National Park
after being absent for nearly seventy years. Many feared their return
would upset the balance of nature—but the opposite happened.
With wolves back in the ecosystem, deer and elk stopped
overgrazing riverbanks, allowing trees and shrubs to regrow. The
returning vegetation stabilized the soil, attracted birds, and gave
beavers the wood they needed to build dams. 

Those dams, in turn, created ponds that nurtured fish, otters, and
countless other species. Even the rivers themselves changed course
—flowing more smoothly and steadily—because the land had healed. 

Christians have the opportunity, through both their presence and
intentional actions, to make a tangible difference in the world.
Indeed, Jesus expects us to do so.

Opening Illustration

Key Text: 
Main Idea: 

Judgment is real (vv. 31-34). 
Impact is commanded (vv. 35-40).
Inaction is unacceptable (vv. 41-46). 

Matthew 25:31-46
Followers of Jesus are expected to make a tangible difference in

the world around them.

Because we have been changed by grace through faith in Christ,
we are expected as His followers to actively engage with those in
need around us. What’s more, we will be held accountable for our
actions or inactions.

Conclusion

Day 3: Make an Impact



When Florence Nightingale arrived at the military hospitals of the
Crimean War, she found chaos—filthy wards, disease, and dying
soldiers stacked like cargo. Many officials saw only a logistical
problem: too many patients, not enough beds, not enough supplies.
But Nightingale saw something different. She saw people. She
walked the halls at night with her lamp, stopping at each cot,
speaking gently to the wounded, writing letters home for those who
couldn’t. Her compassion gave comfort long before her reforms
saved lives. The soldiers began calling her “The Lady with the Lamp,”
not because she managed a project well, but because she saw their
humanity in the midst of suffering. 

When we encounter Jesus, everything changes, including the way
we see other people. We see people as image-bearers of God, not as
projects or problems, and we engage with them in the way Jesus
would.

Opening Illustration

Key Text: 
Main Idea: 

Believing in Christ transforms the way we see Him (vv. 16-17).
Believing in Christ transforms the way we see others (vv. 15; 20). 
Believing in Christ transforms the way we see ourselves (vv. 20-21). 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
When we have been changed by Jesus, we see everything and

everyone differently.

As Christians, we represent Christ wherever we go and in whatever
we do. And as His ambassadors, we reflect His love and compassion
for those around us.

Conclusion

Day 4: The Right Perspective



When people think of Michael Jordan, they often picture a single
moment — the game-winning shot in the 1989 playoffs or “The Last
Shot” in the 1998 Finals. Those flashes of greatness became iconic,
but they were only the tip of something much deeper. Behind every
dramatic play were thousands of unseen hours in the gym. Jordan
was often the first to arrive at practice and the last to leave. He
studied film, drilled fundamentals, and treated each scrimmage like
a championship game. For him, greatness wasn’t a moment of
brilliance—it was a lifestyle of relentless preparation. 

For the Christian, service is not just saying “yes” to a single
opportunity, but instead becomes a true rhythm of their lives. 

Opening Illustration

Key Text: 
Main Idea: 

We should keep serving in faith (vv. 6-8).
We should keep serving with enthusiasm (v. 9).
We should help each other keep serving (v. 10).

Galatians 6:7-10
Service is not a one-time choice but a consistent lifestyle.

As the series concludes, invite people to embrace the Serving Challenge. Invite
them to the ministry fair, service opportunity, or whatever your particular Serving
Challenge involves.

Serving Challenge

Service always requires sacrifice, but it’s a sacrifice we should willingly make, not
once, but as a consistent rhythm in our lives. We keep serving in faith and with
enthusiasm because we know what Christ has done on our behalf.

Conclusion

Day 5: Seize the Opportunity


